Volume IX, No. 4 2 April 1961 


BULLETIN OF THE HISTORY OF DENTISTRY 


Official monthly publication of 
American Academy of the History of Dentistry 


PIERRE FAUCHARD COMMEMORATION 
RB/ A copy of the official program of the Fauchard Celebration in 
Paris, July 1 and 2, has fallen into the editor's hands. Pass- 
ing over the more formal ceremonies and entertainments, one discov- 
ers that the principal speakers concerning the life of Fauchard were 
Georges Duhamel, of the French Academy of Medicine; E. Edouard Rand, 
president of the Confédération Nationale des Syndicats Dentaires; 
Jean Deliberos, now president of the F.D.I.; O. H. Moen, of the 
United States, past president of the F.D.I.; A. J. Held, of Switzer- 
land, representing foreign delegations; André Besombes, president of 
the National Committee of the Fauchard Bicentenary; and the Minister 
of Public Health and Population. No record of the text of these ad- 
dresses has been received. 


In connection with the celebration a substantial booklet of 149 pages 
by M. Besombes and Georges Dagen was issued. It is entitled "Pierre 
Fauchard, Father of Modern Dentistry (1678-1761) and his Contempor- 
aries." The booklet is printed on good paper and illustrated with 
portraits of Fauchard and his relatives. The work is divided into 
five chapters: I. Fauchard: His Biography; II. Fauchard and His 
Family; III. The Places Where Fauchard Lived; IV. The Dental Profes- 
sion in France in the Eighteenth Century; V. The Work of Pierre 
Fauchard. It is obvious that this book is based entirely on the 40 
or more years of M. Dagen's scholarly researches into the details of 
Fauchard's life about which still so little is certainly known. 


To the general historian of dentistry, Chapters IV and V will be 
more interesting than the preceding ones on the details of FPauchard's 
life. Chapter IV deals with the various orders of medical arts, the 
physicians, surgeons, and dentists; the regulation of dental prac- 
tice; Fauchard's comments on these laws; illegal practice and its 
control; the practitioners contemporary with Fauchard; dentists to 
royalty; and Fauchard's pupils. 


The editor was a little disappointed in the brief section on the 
Fauchard manuscript in Chapter V. He is convinced that much is still 
to be learned by a careful study of the manuscript in comparison with 
the published editions of Chirurgien Dentiste. The American Dental 
Association, owner of a microfilm of this document, is now having an 


enlarged page-by-page photographic reproduction made. When this is 
completed and the pages are rearranged, it is hoped that this more 
convenient form of the manuscript will yield at least some new help- 
ful information. 


MORE ABOUT FAUCHARD 
R/ Liselotte Buchheim has contributed a general article on "Pierre 
Fauchard (1678-1761)" to Deutsche Medizinische Wochenschrift 
(86:1354-1356 July 14, 1961). Two statements in this article call 
for some comment. The author says, "Er selbst bezeichnet sich als 
Schiiler von Alexandre Poteleret und erw&hnt seinen Lehrer Carmeline." 
If the author intends to assert that Fauchard designated Carmeline 
literally as his teacher, the statement is false. In the several 
places where Carmeline is mentioned, Fauchard does not suggest any- 
thing more than an admiration for Carmeline's reported accomplish- 
ments. At the close of the article the author calls attention to 
Fauchard's announcement in the second edition of Chirurgien Dentiste 
and asserts that the surgeon Devaux is supposed to be responsible 
for its insertion. This is absurd since Devaux died in 1729, the 
year after the first edition was published, and seventeen years be- 
fore the second edition appeared. 


ECHOES OF THE PARIS CELEBRATION 


R/ On the occasion of the Fauchard commemorative meeting in Paris 

the French government issued a postage stamp bearing the por- 
trait of Fauchard, a modified version of the portrait in Chirurgien 
Dentiste. Also a replica of Chirurgien Dentiste was published and 
sold on this occasion. The replica is of the second edition, which 
gives a better view of Fauchard's complete thinking on dentistry but 
may not be so interesting historically as is the first edition. 


HISTORY OF CHARACTERIZATION OF DENTURES 
R/ G. Tanzer contributes to Das Deutsche Zahnarzteblatt (15:283-298 
May 22, 1961) an article entitled "Entwicklungsphasen der physi- 
ognomischen Prothetik" (Stages in the development of physiognomic 
prosthetics). This article attempts to trace the development of the 
cosmetic factor in the production of dentures, especially in the se- 
lection of denture teeth. It describes the work of (1) Leon Williams, 
(2) Alfred Gysi, (3) Carl Hiltebrandt, (4) Walter Wild, (5) Konrad 
Gatzka, (6) W. Zech, (7) John P. Frush and Roland D. Fisher, (8) 
Karl HOrauf. The editor has noted with some relief that Tanzer has 
chosen to call this cosmetic factor in denture production "physio- 
gnomic" instead of "dentogenic" which is the term unfortunately 
adopted by Frush and Fisher. 
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